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FUHE following Pages were com- 
poſed by Mr. QuEELx an eminent 
Merchant in St. Kitts, they were occa- 
ſioned by the Catechiſm here inſerted, 
which was handed about by the ſtrolling 
Prieſts. Mr. QuEEL x ſoon ſaw the dan- 
ger, and endeavoured to obviate it as 
much as in his Power. There are proba- 
bly Grounds to think this worthy Man's 
Labour was not loſt, if we may form 


any judgment from the number of Im- 


preſſions and univerſal Demand. The 
Editor has added the remarkable account 


of Maria de la Viſitacion, and that of the & 


Jeſuit, earncitly hoping it will have this 
effect, to reclaim good People from Er- 
ror, or at leaſt let them ſee on what they 
found their Belief. 
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4408 


TO THE 


Right HonoURABLE | 


The EARL of MOY RA. 


Mx Lorp, 
. is your Lordſhip's unwearied Care 


and Attention to promote Religion and 

Piety, that emboldens me to convey thoſe 

little Pieces to the World, under the Pa- 
tronage of your Name. 


. So ſtrangely are Things changed in 
1 the Compaſs of a few Years, that Virtue 
* 7 and Goodneſs, once the Objects of Admi- 
8 ration and Love, are now ſet forth to be 
| ridiculed and laughed at. I need not 
mention, that your Lordſhip's eminent 
Qualities, have excited in ſome mean 
and narrow Minds, that envious and de- 
preciating Spirit (the ſure Attendant on 
True Chriſtian Zeal: ) which prompts 
them to obſcure and darken the moſt 
- conipicuous and brilliant Merit. 


They 
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They would willingly perſuade them- 
ſelves that every Object is of the Colour 
that their diſtempered and jaundiced Eye 
repreſents to them. Or like the Serpent, 
tho” fed on the moſt wholeſome Herbs, 
yet by the innate Malignity of his Na- 
ture, converts every Thing to rank 

Poiſon. 


Jan 
My Lord 
Your Lordſhips 
Moſt Obedient and 
Humble Servant, 


JOHN FISHER. 


INTRODUCTION. 


T needs ſome Apology for writing on, a Topic 

that has exerciſed the Wits and Pens of the great- 
eſt Geniuſſes, for above two hundred Years paſt in 
Europe. One ſhou'd imagine that the Subject was, as 
it really is, intirely exh1uiled, Inſtead of any Ad- 
vantage ariſing to the chriſtian world from the con- 
troverſy, it ſeems to have produced a contrary effect, 
by infla ning the minds of the diſſenting Parties, and 
confirming them even more in their old opinions. It 
has been the art of the Romaniſts, to argue from the 


anthority of this and that Father and by this means 


ſo kept the Proteſtants from the principal point, by 
making them exert their critical Talents on the 


writer ſo quoted. Had they conſulted reaſon and 
weighed every thing in her Ballance, things would. 


have probably ſucceeded better, and much uſeleſs 
labour ſaved. Moſt controverſial authors, write for 
the learned, no: conſidering that they ſcarce ever al- 
ter their {entiments, whereas did they deſcend to 
meaner capacities, who have no reaſon for believing 


ſo and ſo, but the Prieft;z word, much good might 


be hoped for. This method in the following pages 
I have as well as I was able cloſely purſued, 

It is very wonderful that a man of but common 
ſenſe can ſuffer himſelf to be ſo far deluded as to 
believe he does not ſee, feel, or taſte, what he muſt 
neceſſirily, and in fact does, ſee, feel, and taſte. 
This blind credulity is owing, I think, to implict- 
tifm and ſtrong faith in a guide who firit prevails 
on him not to trult to the means \of know!etge, his 


reaſon 


reaſon and ſenſes, that his Creator has given him; 
but to rely on his teacher for the affairs of bis ſalva- 
tion, as much as if he was infallible. Whereas nei- 
ther the teacher, nor any man living, has any other 
means to come at the knowledge of the true or the 
falſe, but their reaſon and ſenſes, without the uſe of 
which, a man would be no more than a lifeleſs lump 
of clay. For what is a man who loſt his ſenſes irs 
recoverably, or never had them. perfect, as ſuppoſe 
an ideot, better than a ſtatue? What notion has he 
of God or man, of right or wrong? not ſo much as 
an aſs, which can diſtinguiſh a thiſtle from a ſtene. 
What can a little confecrated pickle of water and 
ſalt, or a drop of ſallad oil, or any other whimſical 
ſuperſtitious rite or ceremony, contribute to a per- 
ſon's eternal welfare? not more than whiſtling or 
the blaſt of a conch ſhell would do. It is amazing 
people in their ſenſes could believe that the practice 
or neglect of theſe or the likeJabſurdities, can either 
benefit or hurt their ſouls, in this or the next world. 

If any Romaniſt is inclined to anſwer theſe objec- 
tions againſt Popery, it will be beft for him, if he 
is ſincere, not to bewilder himſelf or his reader with 
matters no way pertinent to the point in hand ; be- 
cauſe an attempt of that kind will be looked on, as 
giving up the cauſe and confeſſing guilt. As to the 
common Subterfuge of raking into antiquity, and giy- 
ing the hiſtory of the faith, doctrines and practice of 
ancient or modern churches or ſects, it will avail 
nothing towards refuting the STrICTURES; and 
much leſs will perſonal reflections do it. For let the 
author be who, or wbat you will, it will be vain and 
inſignificant to urge his nawe, country, or religion, 
for a reſutation of his arguments and facts; becauſe 
thoſe muſt ſtand or fall by the truth or falſehood of 
them; and not by his character, or by bold denials, 
ſubtil evaſions, ſcholaſtic diſtinctious, or by a cloud 
of citations from learned doctors: ſuch an artillery 
will be quite uſcleſs in this caſe, For, 5 


E 


If the catechiſt can prove unanſwerably that no 
| gn was ever murdered by the inquiſition, cru- 
ades or other inſtrument of barbarity ſet up for that 
very purpoſe by the church of Rome: that no diſ- 
penſations, abſolutions or indulgencies were ever pub- 
liſhed for reward or encouragement to any that would 
kill an heretick, as the enemy to God : that the pope 
and his prieſts are the only true church on earth : 
that a part of the church is the whole: that popes, 
councils, ſchool-men and divines never differed in 
any article of faith or doctrine controverted between 
them and the reformed churches : that the church of 
Rome is not a corrupt church: that it did not ſecrete 
the ſecond commandment-from the People ; that it 
does not teach, that out of its communion there is no 
ſalvation, or that all heretics are to be extirpated, or 
that no faith or truth is to be kept with them : that 
proteſtants are no members of the catholic church : 
that the reformed churches are not true churches, 
and a ſound part of that church we profeſs in the 
creed to believe: that to be in communion with a 


proteſtant church is to be out of communion of 


the church of Chriſt : and that the laſt 12 articles of 
Pius IV's creed are either the whole or a part of the 
faith in which all chriſtians were baptized. If, I ſay, 
he proves theſe ſeveral articles unanſwerably, I will 
own he has fairly overthrown what I have ſaid ; But 
let him remember, in the mean time, that no autho- 
ritative /ay-/o's, or fine ſpun harrangues, will be al- 
lowed worth-z ruſh againſt the objetor. To diſprove 
the facts will do, and nothing elſe: all he offers 
beſide will be impertinent, if not worſe ; and inſtead 
of proving will undermine his cauſe. 

In order to make a compleat anſwer, he muſt not 
forget to take notice of the difference between the e 
and the new fpopery, and tell us which of them he 
reaches his diſciples. If it is the en, he ought to 
burn the councils of Cenſance and Trent, as hetero- 
dox. If the cia, he ought to burn the biſhop of 


DMeaux?*s 
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Meaux, s expoſition, his own catechiſm, and all the 


books written by the Engliſh jeſuits ſince that expoſi- 


tion; for the two ſyſtems are inconſiſtent and incom - 
patible. And yet I doubt not but he will affirm they 
are one and the ſame : and then his hearers will not 
heſitate a moment to believe him. The force of a 
ſtrong ſaith ! its able to remove mountains. I ſhall 
be glad to know from him what is the reaſon a per- 
ſon would be burnt in Spain or Italy for an heretic, 
who would profeſs or practice what is taught in Great 
Britain and Ireland for catholic doctrine : and whe- 
ther what is taught in Spain and Italy, or what is 
taught in the Engliſh dominions by the popiſh miſſi- 


onaries, is the catholic faith without which no man 


can be ſaved. And here again it is likely enough the 
catechiſt will ſay, as before, that they are the ſame. 
Whereas he might as well tell us contradictions are 
true; for ſo the world is impoſed upon by dogmati- 
cal aſſeverations, which are received for articles of 
Faith, where people have not liberty to examine. 

It may be proper on this occaſion to addreſs a 
word or two to the popiſh laity, and aſk them, of 
what advantage it can be to an honeſt laic to ſacri- 
fice truth and ſear his conſcience by denying equi- 
vocally what his church teaches and practiſes in the 
face of the ſun? Will diſſembling notorious facts, 
and lying, on pretence of doing honour to God and 
the holy church, acquit him in the ſight of heaven? 
Or can he think that becauſe the negative cannot, 
perhaps, be proved ayainſt him, that ke is, there- 
fore, cleared in the internal court? I hope not. 
It might happen indeed that an hardened bigot may 
be perſuaded by the infuſions of a guide to believe 
ſuch a diſſimulation meritorious : but when this is 
the caſe, there ſeems to be no remedy for him, until 
he returns to the uſe of his reaſon and ſenſes. But 
he ſhould not, in the mean time, talk of defending 
his ſuperſtitions with a knife at the throat of here- 
tics ; common diſcretion forbids a perſon on the 

wrong 


1 
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wrong fide of the queſtion to aſſume ſuch menacing 
airs: nor does reaſon or law allow ſuch a priviledge 
to a furious zealot*, 


— 


* This alludes to the unparrallel d degree of impu- 
dence the Friers had arrived at in the Leeward- 
Iſlands, when they dared to talk as if they were is 
Spain or Portugal. 


THE 


THE 
JesvITICaL CaTxECHISM: 


Ca AP. I 


Queſtion. HO made you? 
Anſwer, God made me. 
2 What is God ? | A 
A. A pure Spirit, all perfection, the Maker and 
e of all Things. 
2. What do you know of God? | 
A. Firſt my Reaſon ſhews me, that there is a 
God, and again that there can be only one. 
©. Do you know any more of him? 
A. Yes, by Faith, that in this Unity of the God: 


head there are three Perſons. 


. Which are they ? 
The Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. 
Els the Father God? | 
A. Yes. 


2. Are not the Son and Holy Ghoſt God? 
A. Ves. 


2. Are there not therefore Js Gods? 
A. No, there is 15 one God. 


CHAP. IL. 


F what Kind did God make you * 
20 7 . Of the human Kind, 
9, What is 6 


2 He is the noble Likeneſs of God, and Lord 
of all earthly Things. 
2 What 


e 
2. What was Man made of? _ 
A. His Body was made of Earth, no longer to live 


this? while united to the Soul, a never dying Spirit. 


* 


2. For what End was Man made ? 

A. To love and ſerve God in this World, and to 
ſce and enjoy him in the next. 

9. What Difference do you make between this 
and the next World ? 

A. That in this Nothing is certain but mat we 
muſt ſoon die, and in the next every Thing is 
without an End. 

2. What do you mean by Death ? 

A. The Soul's quitting the Body. 

2. Is then Man's Happineſs in Go next World 
everlaſting ? 

A. Ves, and therefore the — not bei | 
ed with any Thought or Fear of finiſhing the abe. 

2: Doth Man always attain to this great End? 

A. No, for by Sin he becomes the Enemy to 


| God, and therefore, aftor Death, is doomed to eter- 


nal Torture. 
2. How can a Man fre God in this World ? 
A. By Faith, Hope, Charity, and good Works. 


CHAP. III. 


EW 2, Faith are you. of ? 
A. The Roman Catholic, Apoſtolic. 
2. What do you mean by Apoſtolic ? 
A. I mean, planted by Chriſt — his Apoſtles. 
2. What do you mean by Catholic? 
A. Univerſal ; that's one and the ſame in all 
Places and Times. N 
2. What do you mean by Roman? 
A. I mean that I acknowledge the Pope of Rome 
to be St. Peter's Succeflor, Biſhop, and Director in 


Spirituals of Chriſt's: Fold or Church on Earth. 


V What do you mean by the Chu:ch ? 
A political Body of Men ſpiritually united by 
one Fai and Communion, with proper Officers ta 


5 adminiſter the ſame, under one ſupreme Governor. 


2. Give 
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2. Give a Likeneſs thereof ? 
A. Even as the Corporation of a Town or City, 
ir their Governor or Mayor, are ſaid to be one 
9 What then is Faith ? 
A. A firm Conſent to thoſe Truths, that the 
Church propoſeth to us, as revealed by God. 
2. Do you then only believe the divine Scrip- 
tures dene the Church telleth you they are ſuch ? 
A. For that Reaſon only, for I ſee no means of 
diſtinguiſhing them from profane or fabulous, 
2 What do you principally believe? 
A. The Apoltle's Creed. 
9. What is that? 
A. I believe in God, &c- 
9. What is chiefly explained therein? 
A. How the ſecond Perſon of the Holy Trinity, 
the Son, became Man, took the Name "of Jeſus, 
and ſuffered to attone for our Sins. 


CH AP. IV. 


V THAT is Hope? 
2 A. A Confidence of obtaining God's 


Favour, and particularly eternal Life, through his 
Mercy, and the Sufferings of Chriſt. 

2. Which are the Vices oppoſite to Hope ? 

J. Preſumption and Deſpair. 

2. What is Preſumption ? 

A. It is a Confidence of aan God's ſuper- 
natural Favours, either without his aſſiſtance or our 
Endeavour. 

2. What is Deſpair ? 

A. A Diffidence in God's Mercy. 


CHAP. V. 
9. HAT is Charity ? 
A. The Love of God above all Things, 
and of our Neighbour as ourſelves, |} 
G4 2 How 


i 
- 
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2. How do we love God above all Things? 
A. By prefering the Things that are pleaſing to 
God to all others, and ſuffering any Loſs rather 
than offend him. 
9. How do we love our Neighbour as ourſelves? 
A. By deſiring ſuch Good for him as we ſhonld 
for ourſelves, and doing him no manner of harm. 


CHAP VI. 
2. HAT good Works are neceſſary for Sal- 
vation ? 


A. Firſt, to obſerve God's Commands. 

9. How many are they? 

A. Ten. 

9. Say them? 

A. 1. I am the Lord thy God, thou ſhalt have 
no other Gods but nie. 2. Thou ſhalt not take the 
Name of the Lord thy God in vain. 3. Remem- 
ber to keep holy the Sabbath Day. 4. Honour 
thy Father and thy Mother. 5. Thou fhalt not 
kill. 6. Thou ſhalt not commit Adaltery, 7. Thou 
ſhalt not ſteal. 8. Thou ſhalt not bear falſe Wit- 
neſs againit thy Neighbour. 9. Thou ſhalt not 
covet thy Neighbour's Wife. 10. 'Thou ſhalt not 
covet thy Neig iabour's Goods. 

2. Do not the Roman Catholics treſpaſs the firt 
Commandment, which forbids us to worlhip graven 
Images ? 

A. No, for by this was only forbidden Idolatry, 
into which the Jews were daily relapſing at that 
time, and by whch they paid divine Worſhip to 
theſe very Idols 

2, What other Uſe do you make of them ? 

A. We only uſe them toe 's ge our ſ1;ht by ſome 
holy Repreſentation, which otherwite would diſtract 
us by its wondering amidſt profane Objects. 

2 Arcnot theſe Commands hard to be obſerved ? 

A. Yes, but God offer; us his Grace to enable 


us, and left us the Sacrainenis, abundant Helps for 
the ſame End. 


B CHAP. 


— iv.. ns 1. 
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CHAP. VII. 


Q HAT is a Sacrament? 
A. It is an outward Sign of an in- 
ward Grace, ordained by Chriſt for the Uſe of his 
Church. | 

Q How many Sacraments # 

A. Seven. 

Q. Which are they? 

A. Baptiſm, Confirmation, Euchariſt, Penance, 
Extreme Un&tion, Holy Order, and Matrimony. 

Q. What is Baptiſm ? 

A. It is a Sacrament cauſing a ſpiritual Birth to 
a Chriſtian Life, and therefore called a Regenera- 
tion. 

Q. What is Confirmation? 

A. It is a Sacrament that ſtrengthens the new. 
Chriſtian in his ſpiritual Life. 

Q. What is the Euchariſt ? 

A. It is a Sacrament, that by the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt ſpiritually feeds a Chriſtian, 

Q. How is the Body and Blood preſent in the. 
Eucharilt ? | 

A. Under. the Appearances of Bread and Wine. 

Q. Is not the Subſtance of the Bread there 
likewiſe ? ; 

A. No, for it is miraculouſly changed by the 
Words of Conſecration. 8 

(Q). What is Penance? | | 

A. It is a Sacrament that remedies our ſpiritual 
Diſordeis. 

Q. What do you call ſpiritual Diſorders? 

A. Sin. 

Q. What is Exireme Unction ? 

A. It is a Sacrament given to People in Dan- 
ger of their Lives, to flrengthen them for their 
Entrance into Eternity, or, if pleaſe God they 
live to fit the Soul for itz ſurther Union with the 


Body. 
Q. What 


WY. —_. * 


II 1 
Q. What is Holy Order? 


As It is a Sacramemt that impowers ſome Per- 
ſons to adminiſter the Sacraments, and ſuperintend 
the Church of Chriſt. 

Q What do you mean by the Word Hier- 
archy ? 

. A. It is an Order of theſe dignified Men in a 
due Subordination to their viſible Head on Earth 
the Biſhop of Rome, for the political Government 


of Chriſt's Church, and Adminiſtration of the Sa- 


crament. 

Q. What is Matrimony ? a 

A. It is a Sacrament that indiſpenſably unites a 
ſingle Man to a ſingle Woman, and gives them 
Grace to bear the Fatigues of their State. 

Q. What do Divines remark of theſe Sacra- 
ments? 

A. Their admirable Analogy with a Man's tem- 
poral and civil Lite ? 


CHAP: VII. 


Q RE there any other Commands ? 
A. Yes, the five Commands of the 
Church. 


Q. Say them ? 


A. Maſs, Holidays, Faſt, Abſtinence, Confeſſion 
and Communion at Eaſter 


Q. Explain them ? 

A The Church appointed ſome Days to be 
kept holy; others whereon we can eat only one 
Meal, and that without Fleſh Meats ; others where- 
on we are to abſtain from Fleſh ; it next commands 
us to hear Maſs Sundays and Holidays ; and laſtly, 
to receive the Sacrament of Confellion and Com- 
munion at Eaſter. 

Q. What is the Conſequence of breaking God's 
Commands, and thoſe of his Church ? 

A. Mortal Sin, the Death of the Soul, and the 


Punithment of Hell, 


B 2 Q. Are 
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Q. Are all Sins mortal ? 

A, No, ſome are only venial, to be puniſhed in 
this World, or in Purgatory. 

Q. Whar do you call Purgatory ? 

A. A place to cleanſe Souls, who at their De- 
partvre are not pure enough to go to Heaven im- 
mediately, nor bad enough to deſerve Hell. 


The three Theological Virtues; 
1. Fah. 2. Hepe. 3. Charity. 


The Four Cardinal Virtues. 
1. Prudence. 2. juſlice. 3. Fortitude, 
4. Temperance. 
The ſeven capital Sins, commonly called mortal, 
or ceadly ; 


1. Pride, 2. Covetouſneſs. 3. Luſt. 4 Wrath. 
5. Glutiony. 6. Envy. 7. Sloth. 


STRICTURES. 


. 


Sr 


STRICTURE . 


Chapter ii. Queſtion 7, 8. 


Ehold here, in this Jeſuitical catechiſm, in theſe 
few words, HE BECOMES THE ENEMY TO 
Gov, the very ſource and pretence of thoſe murders, 
ruins and devaſtations committed by the church of 
Rome, and its bigotted adherents for above 1400 
years throughout Chriſtendom and other parts of the 
world. It is an invariable poſition of that church, 
that all perſous living and dying out of its commu- 
nion, are, %% facto, THE ENFMIES To Gop, and 
therefore eternally damned ; for out of the church, 
they ſay (and that is according to them, the church 
of Rome) there is no ſalvation. Another poſition of - 
theirs is, that all THE eExneEmMIzs To Gop are to 
be deſtroyed root and branch, wherever they have 
power, and the civil magiſtrate permits it. For 
proof of this I need only mention the Inquiſition, - 
the numberleſs cruſades and the maſſacres made by 
them, the fiery executions from age to age through- 
out the nations, and the bulls of excommunication 
thundered out of the Vatican againſt Heretics and 
Schitmatics, whereby their ſouls are given to the 
devil, their bodies to the flames, and their worldly 
goods to thoſe who can take them. What do you 
think of this, good chriſtian reader ? What opinion 
can yon have of that church and religion which 
practiſes ſuch barbarities ? From theſe poſitions they 
infer and teach, that, as all proteſtants are out of 
their church communion, and being fo, AE Tus 
ENEMIES ro Gop and doomed to hell, it is meri- 


B 3 torious. 
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torious and doing honour to God, to cut them off, 
kings, priaces and people, with fire and fword. 
Mariana the Jeſuit ſays, ferro perimere, to deſtroy 
them with the ſword. Good God! what an exe- 
crable and inhuman doctrine is this. Indeed it is 
of ſuch a nsture and tendency, and ſo tert ible in 
its conſequences, that it requires no exaggerations 
to convince even the Romiſh laity, who have any 
humanry leſt, of the horrid wickedneſs of it. 
And notwithſtanding this, they not only perverſely 
diſſemble, but conkdently aſſert, that their church 
teaches po ſuch doctrines, and that it is all calumny. 

This ſurely muſt be owing to a very flrange in- 
fatuation. But I would aſk thoſe honeſt men up— 
on what princip'es they think the cruſades againſt 
heretics and ſchiſmatics are ſet up? Upon what 
principles ſo many fires have been kindled by popifſh 
councils and commiſſioners? Upon what principle 
the Inquiſition ſpills yearly fo much chriſtian blood? 
Ard if it was not inſtituted, and is maintained to 
tis Four, for the murder and extirpation of pro- 
teſtants? Pudet hæc ofprobria wobis, et dici potuiſſe 
e: ron fotuiſſe refill . What excuſe can be made 
now for an honeſt papiſt who denies or evades 
theſe notorious truths. Why really I cannot ſay, 
unleſs it be this, that he never examined the tenets 
of Lis church or religion: and as he at firſt em- 
braced them by meer chance, and profeſſ>s them 
upon hear-ſay (for that is exactly the caſe) he is 
aſhamed to acknowledge what he cannot refute, 
and depends implicitly on his {piritual guide for the 
affairs of his ſalvation ; having no other rule, natu- 
ral or revealed, to follow; ſince he is not allowed 
by his church to make uſe of his reaſon or pri- 
vate judgment on pain of damnation ; and he mult 
not read or interpret the word of God. He may 


clearly ſee by this, that he is for ever deprived of | 


all poſſible means of diſcovering the true from the 
talic, as long as he continues to profeſs popery. 
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OC FRICTURE II. 


Chapter ili. Queſtions t, 2, 3, 4- 


II E point aimed at here is to imprint on our 
minds a ſtrong per ſuaſion that the pope has the 
direction of every man's conſcience, and the ſole 
power to invent and preſeribe what religion, rites: 
or ceremonies he pleaſes for the world He that be- 
lieves this, and is governed by it, need not trouble 
himſelf to enquire about Religion, or how he lives 
or dies; for this ſupreme dictator in ſpirituals and his 
deputies will take care of that for him; and ſupply 
all deficiencies out of their treaſury, for a valuable 
confideration, without which all the man's virtues 
are condemned by them as naugnt, in direct con- 
tradiction to the ſermon of Chriſt on the mount, 
The chriſtian faith is compriſed in the twelve 
articles of the Apoſtles Creed. commonly called 
the Baptiſmal Creed. This is the faith which our 
ſureties in baptiſm ſolemnly vowed and promiſed for 
ns to keep: this is the faith in which all chriſtians 
were baptized : and this is the faith in which the 
popes themſelves were baptized. But alas ! it would 
not ſerve the end and purpoſe of the church of 


Rome; being too lank and unprofitable for them; 


they want a fat faith and religion. Wherefore Pius 
IV. framed a new creed in twelve articles, with a 
damnatory clauſe for a ſanction to it. It is this 
new fangled faith the catechiſt calls Roman, for a 
ſure guard to the Pope's authority. He alſo calls it 
Apoſtolic, which he expounds to mean, planted by 
Chriſt and the Apoſtles: but this is falſe; for there 
is not a tittle of it in the Apoſtles Creed, as any 
man, papiſt or proteſtant, may ſee by comparing 
the one with the other. He likewiſe calls it catho- 
lic, that is, univerſal, or one and the ſame in all 
places and times. 'This is as falſe as the other ; for 
we cannot meet with a ſingle article of it in ſcrip— 


"ture, or in any of the creeds of the primitive church: 


neither 


neither was any perſon baptized, even by the church 


of Rome, in this Roman Catholic Apoſtolic faith 
from the firſt invention of it by Pius IV. to this day. 
This is ſo true, that I challenge the catechiſt to 
prove the contrary. I now appeal to the Romiſh 
laity, eſpecially thoſe of the Britiſh empire, and aft 
them, what motives they can have to ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be ſo groſly deluded, as they are, by thoſe 
miſſionaries of Rome. What benefit to their ſouls 
or bodies can they propoſe to reap by hearkening 
to fa'ſe teachers and falſe doctrines. Or why will 
they not make uſe of the means of knowledge their 
Creator gave them, their reaſon and their ſenſes, 
and ſave their money, | 


STRICTURE. III. 


Chapter iii. Queſtion 5, 6. 


S Mahomet borrowed materials from the Pen- 
tateuch, the Perſian Zerduft, the Targums of 
Onlelos and the New Teſtament, to compole the 
Koran; ſo the catechiſt ſeems to be raking together 
ſome gleanings from Riperda, and the Jeſuits of 
China, Portugal and Canada, to ſerve as a founda- 
tion for a ſort of a new church in this weſtern eli- 
mate. It is very reaſonably ſuppoſed by intelligent 
men, that he would not venture on ſo bold an un- 
dertaking, if he had not a diipenſation for it: and 
that takes of all errors in law. He defines the 
church to be a political body like a corporation with 
a mayor : whereas moſt divines have hitherto taught 
the church to be a divine inſtitution, and Chriſt the 
head and governor of it. I readily allow the 


church of R6me is a meer political body, and the 
Pope lord mayor of it: but ſurely ſuch a ſociety of 
human invention cannot be the catholic church. 
This teacher is like a fiſherman, who every now 
and then is changing his bait in order to catch the 


The 


more gudgeons. 


171 
The chriſtian church, or if you will the catholle 
church, is compoſed of all perſons calling on the 
name of Chriſt, however differing in doctrines, rites, 
ceremonies and diſcipline, or how diſtant ſoever in 
time and place; for the name of Chriſt is the center 
of the unity of the church, and the very, cement 
- whereby all chriſtians, univerſally, are made one 
body, under one head, the Lord of Ghiy, and not 
the mayor of Rome. We may ſee clearly by this, 
that no one church or congregation ; not that at 
Jeruſalem, Antioch or Corinth, nor the church in 
the houſe of Philemon, and much leſs the church 
of Rome, which is not mentioned in ſcripture, can 
be the catholic church we profeſs in the Creed to 
believe. No; for each and every of them is but a 
church of one denomination ; and they together 
with all chriſtian congregations or churches, univer- 
ſally in time and place, make the catholic church, 
It is therefore an arrant trick to impoſe upon well- 
meaning people a part for the whole: or to urge 
the authority of a particular church as the authority 
of the univerſal church. I would aſk the catechiſt 
himſelf how came the church of Rome to be the 
catholic church? What is become of the Greek 
church? Are there no chriſtians in the world but 
the Pope and his adherents? Are not all the re- 
formed churches chriſtian churches ? or did their 
reformation from the groſs corruptions of popery ; 
from ſuperſtition and idolatry, unchurch them? 
Are not all men who believe in Chriſt, and call on 
his name, Chriſtians? And is not the catholic church 
compos'd of Chriſtian individuals? I ſhall expe& 
an anſwer to theſe modeſt queſtions. 

But the learned Jeſuit ſays his political body of 
men is ſpiritually united in one faith and commu— 
nion. It is well ſaid indeed, if he means the 
Chriſtian faith and communion whereoi we make 
profeſſion in baptiſm, and not the new faith of 
Pius IV. or any of his own invention, with which 
we have nothing to do; becauſe, if men keep up 
tO 
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to the Chriſtian character, and 4 juſtice, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with their God, they have certain- 
ly fulfilled the eternal law which their Creator im- 
Planted in their heatts to attain to happinefs both 
here and hereafter. But this will not ſatisfy the 
pope and his prieſts unleſs they have a faith and 
religion that will enable them to diſpoſe of the 
lives, liberties and eſtates of men: to trample on 
the necks of emperors and kings: to enthral princes 
and people: to blindfold the world, and to ſcrape 
wealth and dominion to themſelves. This is what 
they call the catholic faith and religion without 
which no man can be ſaved. 

If any body thinks he has diſcovered an error in 
what I have ſaid hitherto, either here, or elſewhere, 
and proves it to be an error, I will immediately 
retract it: but I hope no man can be ſo far miſtaken 
as to take his own prejudices or imaginations for a 
proof; for that would be an unpardonable weak. 
neſs. My ſole aim and view is truth: and it 18 
quite indifferent to me on which fide it is, provided 
can find it out, if I am not already in poſſeſſion 
of it. And therefore, whoever lends his help will 
do a very charitatle deed, rot to me alone, but to 
mankind in general. 


STRICT VY RE IV. 
Chapter iii. Queſtion 7, 8. 


Von ad ralionem, ſod ad fimililudi nem wivimus. 
a SENECA, 


T* was a judicious obſervation of a celebrated 
writer of the laſt age, that the bulk of mankind 
have no opinion of their own in matters of impor- 
tance, as religion is: but content themſelves with 
that of their leaders, without farther enquiry : ang 
then diſpute, quarrel, aud ſpil one another's blood 
for it, as earneſily as they would do in defence of 
their lives and eftates ; whilſt, at the ſune time, the 
| broachers 
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broachers and teachers of the opinion look on, in 
perfect ſecurity, hallooing the combatants, to the 
battle. If the experience of ages did not prove this 
kind of madneſs to have reigned in the world, it 
might ſeem incredible to us ; ſo great is the abſur- 
dity of it. Indeed the more ignorant people are, the 
more maliciouſly bitter and inveterately they main- 
tain their borrowed opinions. Every body's con- 
verſation in the world can furniſh him with both 
old and recent examples enough. This obſervation 
is remarkably verified in the Romiſh laity, whoſe 
faith and religion is that of the collier, wherewith 
he baffled the devil, as their legends tell us. 
« He believed,” it ſeems, © as the church believed, 
« and the church believed as he beliewed;” and ſo 
by this circular argumentation he confounded poor 
ſatan, with all his cunning. Tt is manifeſt they 
have no rule or ſtandard, or principle, for their new, 
or their old patery, but what the collier had for 
his faith. They believe, they ſay, what the church 
believes, without knowing more than the collier 
what it believes: and practiſe what it commands, 
as a divine precept, without examination ; becauſe 
abſolute obedience and ſubmiſſion to their church is 
what they call catholic faith: and accordingly the 
catechiſt thus defines faith : A firm conſent to 
thoſe truths, that are propaſed to us Ly the church, as 
revealed by God. But this definition is very obſcure, 
beſides the fallacy couched in it : taking for granted 
that all the propoſals of his church are divine reve- 
lation : and yet the very obſcurity of it may be a 
reaſon with ſome folks for adopting it ; thinking it 
Lu: be a great merit to believe what they do not un- 
ceritand, and to have a faith without knowledge. 
As | doubt not but the catechiſt meant ſomething 
by his definition, let us fee a little what it is, and 
In what determined ſenſe he underſtandeth the terms 
of it. And, firſt, I think he muſt mean the pope 
and his cecleſiaſt ies by the term Cyurcn, excluſive 
of all other Chriſtians from the riſing to the ſetting 
of the fun, for the Romiſh laity never propoſe, de- 
bate 
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bate or determine any thing relating to faith, reli- 
gion or worſhip, or are ſuffered directly or indirectly 
to intermeddle; it being their province to obey, 
and not to judge : as for the Greek and other 
eaſtern churches he deems them ſchiſmatical, and 
the reformed churches he accounts heretical. And 
thus he will not find a company of Chriſtians upon 
earth to make up his church but the pope and the 
prieſts of his communion. 2d!y, the terms, à full 
conſent, mult ſignify, in his ſenſe, an implicit faith. 
And 3dly, he muſt underſtand, if he is conſiſtent 
with kirſe'f, by tho/e truths that the church propo- 
ſeth to us, as revealed by God, that we are to be- 
lieve what this company of pricſts teach, with 
as ſtrong an :flurance as divine revelation : that is 
to ſay, we are firmly to believe that the dreams, 
forgeries, and imaginations of men, are of God, 
Whereas we might as well believe 211 impoſtures, 
ſuperſivion and idolatry to be from the fame foun- 
tain. Aud now, upon a fvppoſition that I have 
opened and expounded fairly the true meaning of 
the catechiſt, and drawn out the true ſenſe of the 
terms of his definition, I may ſum up the whole, 
in plain Engliſh, in the following article of faith, 
Viz, I ds implicitly and with a firm conſent be- 
„ /itwe, as truths reverted by God, a:hatſoever the 
te prieft propoſeth ard !racheth us; for 1 fre no means 
* to believe the divine ſcriatures are nat fabulous, 
* ONLY the authority of {tc gprieſt.“ 

It may be here objected that the catechiſt ſpeaks 
not of the prieſt, but the church. J grant he does 
not mention the prieſt expreſly ; beczule to do that 
would overthrow his ſj ſtem, and defeat his pur- 
pole : aud therefore he deals in genera's, wherein 
the whole ſtrength 0% his cauſe lies. | crave 
leave to remind the Romaniſts, ard hope they will 
ſeriouſly confider win! 1 ſay, chat the pariſh prieſt 
or penitentiary, in ume and place, is to every in- 
dividual of the laity the church; for it is irom 
him they receive tlieir faith and religion; it is him 

| they 
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they follow and obey ; and it is on him they 
for their eternal happineſs. —— So that their faith, 
hope and truſt are placed in the prieſt, and not in 
God. Can this be denied without bluſhing for meer 
ſhame'? —— Methinks I hear ſome people urge with 
confidence that the Almighty appointed the church 
for their guide; and that they are in duty bound to 

ſubmit to it as ſuch. Bat pray don't they take the 

prieſt's word for this? or do they ever conſult their 

reaſon, their ſenſes, or the holy ſetiptures for it? 

no truly: they are forbid to do it at their peril. 

Hear what a learned popiſh doctor teaches. ** It is 

** *ot lawful for any layman to try, examine or 

«« ſearch into articles of faith defined and determined 

*« by the church, / as to-prefer his own vrivate 
judgment to that of the church.” And what 

means have the laity to know what articles are de- 

termined by the church ? why none at all, but the 

word and authority of the pariſh prieſt. I ſhall bs 

glad to be informed if they have any other, and 

what it is. But before they go about to tell me, 

let them all remember that there is not a man in 

the world, who knows explicitly what articles of 

faith are determin'd by the church of Rome, fo as 

to be able to ſay, they are theſe, and no more: 

or to ſay, this is the determined ſenſe of this or 

that article. I aſk now what ſort of a guide muſt 

that be, which leaves men in the dark more than 

they would be if they had not followed it? Is not 
this ſomething like the Blind leading the blind? 

No two councils, popes, prelates, ſchoolmen or di- 

vines agree in any one controverted queſtion when 

the terms of it are expounded to a clear diſtin& 

meaning. This is a demonſtration they know not 

| what the church teaches ; and that, therefore, the 
Wn dependance of the laity is wholly on the prieſt ; and 
the talk of relying on the church, as a guide of God's 
appointment is but fo much wind. Inſtance, the 
councils of Baſil and Frent, the new and old popery, 
Widevfeldt and the biſhop of Meux, and to name 
= 10 
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no more, the Franciſcans, Dominicans, and Jeſuits 
differ greatly. I aſk every fincere intelligent Ro- 
maniſt upon what ground they can believe that God 
intruſſed the pope and his company of prieſts with 
the ſalvation of mankind ? What became of all 
the deſcendants of Adam before there was a pope 
2t Rome ? What do they think is the condition of 
them who never heard of him? and of thoſe who 
did, but refuſe to enliſt themſelves under his banner ? 
By what I have here ſaid, it appears plain, that the 
private view of the catechiſt is to induce thoſe who 
may bearken to him, to believe in himſelf, and to 


embrace his propoſals for divine revelation, although 


he makes uſe of the word CHURCH throughout, to 
arrive a: his point, and cover his deſign on the peo- 


ple. 
STRICTURE V. 
_ "Chapter vi. _ Queſtion ni. 
1 N anſwer to which the reſpondent repeats the ten 


commandments as they are deliver'd by the 


church of Rome, which facrilegiouſly ſecreted the 


ſecond commandment, and divided the laſt into two, 
to make up the ten: and then the catechiſt puts a 
fallacious queſtion, wiz. Do not the Roman Catho- 
licks treſpaſs the firſt commandment, which forbids 
to worſhip graven images ? The reſpondent anſwers, 
no; and pives a reaſon for his negative, whereof 
notice will be taken by and by. What a wicked 
ſacrilege is this man guilty of! what a tranſparent 
ſophiſtry ! in order to deceive his readers! — Pray, 
good Sir, did ever the Roman Catholic laity of 


. themſelves, and of their own accord, treſpaſs any ' 


of the commandments in your ſenſe of the word? 
Did they ever make it an article of faith to hongar 


and reverence images? Did they ever make n com- 


mandment of ane, and two of. one, to colour the 
practice of jdolatry ? no. —— Was it not the Po;e 
aud his prieſts that thus confounded and abuſed the 

| divine 
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divine law, and by fire and ſword,*curſes and damna- 
tion, forced thoſe abuſe on the people? And is it not 
that church and its emiſſaries, that maintain and pro- 
pagate the abuſe ? witneſs the catechiſt. But notwith- 
ſtanding the abominable tyranny of theſe prieſts, and 
of the giant of Gath at Rome, they could not ſucceed 
in ſpreading their corruptions and pernicious doc- 
trines, if it was not for that implicit faith, the laity, 
poor ſouls! have in them. Whoever has any regard 
for truth, let him turn over to the 2oth chapter of 
Exodus, and he will read there with his own eyes, if 
he dares to uſe them, the ſecond commandment in 
theſe expreſs words, Thou halt not make to thyſelf” 
any graven image, nor the likeneſs of any thin: that 
4% i in the heavens above, or in the earth beneath, or 
% in the waters under the earth ; thou ſhalt not now 
„ DOWN to them, nor WORSHIP them, c. —— You 
ſee here that to make a graven image and to wore 
Hip it, are ahke forbidden, although this gentleman - 
profanely ſuppreſſes the prohibition againſt mating 
it, and bowing to it. — And you may alſo ſee in 
legible characters, that the av9r//p of graven images 
is not forbidden in the 5, but in the feccond com- 
mandment. What apology can the catechiſt now 
make for this ſpecimen of his inſincetity, and his 
impoſition on his diſciples ? or what excuſe can good 
people make for ſuffering themſelves, from genera- 
tion to generation, to be ſo religiouſly duped and 
kept in ignorance by ſuch falſe teachers? Why - 
will they not read the holy ſcriptures ? Why wilt 
they not examine the books wrote by learned and 
pious Chriſtians againſt their errors and ſuperſtitions, 
rather than legendary tales, and then judge for 
themſelves! It is plain to Me that the popiſh clergy 
have laid the corner ſtone of deiſm by their corrupt 
expoſitions of the word of God to accommodate it 
to their ſyſtem. They have, in truth, ſo much be- 
trayed and expoſed our common Chriſtianity to the- 
ſcorn and laughter of ſceptics and infidels, that it 
is wearing apace out of the minds and hearts of men, 
| | C 2- Methinks 
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Methinks it would be a noble act, if the laity, obe 
and all, would reſolve to renounce. pope and pope- 
ry and by doing fo, tranſmit» the. chriſtian religion 
in its original purity to their poſterity, _—_.. May the 
omnipotent God of his infinite mercy,enlighten them 
to make fo holy a reformation. The two ſages 
from Damaſcus ſeem to point to ſuch a providential 
revolution as this, bating the ſbortneſs of the time 
uſſigned by them: but it muſt be obſerved that a pro- 
phecy has extenſions, and always more events than one 
in view; which ſecures the authority and eredit of the 
prophet, if the letter of any of his predictions ſhould 
happen not to be accompliſhed. 

The reaſon given by the catechift for forbidding 
to worſhip graven images is very. curious: for by 
„ this, ſays he, was only 2 idolatry into 
« which the FJeaus were relaffing- at that time.” If 
I may preſume to gueſs at his meaning, it is this; 
that only the idolatry. of the Jews at that time was 
forbidden, and not their idolatry afterwards, or of 
the church of Rome at preſent. If he does not 
mean this, I acknowledge I do nat underſtand him. 
The words, idol, image, picture, repreſentation, 
when uſed in a religious ſenſe, are convertible terms, 
and when any honour, worſhip or veneration due to 
God oxLy, is paid, as a religious act, to an image, it is 
idolatry, whether it is paid to it as a God, or a ſaint, 
or an angel, or under any other character or limitati- 
on; for that makes no difference. This was the 
caſe of the heathen world, and is the very ſame with 
the church of Rome; and therefore, the Jew, Hea- 
then and Romanilt are equally guilty of Idolatry, if 
the commandments were univerſally binding. 

It is not to be ſuppoſed that the popiſh clergy do. 
not ſee very clearly that image-worſhip was forbids 
den: they allo ſee the fin and ſcandal of their own. 
practice, but they likewiſe ſee, that the abolition 
of image-worſhip, and of praying to their divi or 
ſaints would aboliſh popery ; and for that reaſon 
they contrived the deſparate expedient of razing the 
ſecond commandment, out of the decalogue, and 

pro- 
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9 to read and interpret the Bible; and then 
dy frivolous diſtinctions and a poſſe of adverbials, 

ſuch as primarily, relatively, ultimately; and by 
calling an image @ holy repreſentation to engage the 
* fight,” and by many and various ſhufflings and 
prevarications, they have found the way to perſuade 
the laity to believe they neither bow, kneel or pray 
to an image, at the very time they bow, kneel and 
pray to it, as their publick offices require them to do, 
and to which I refer the reader. I own that the art 
and ſkill of cheſe prieſts are exquiſite ; ſeeing they 
enable them to prevail on their diſciples to renounce 
« their reaſon and their ſenſes, and to believe avith 
« firm conſent that they do not pray to a faint or 
picture when they pray to both, Can ſaying e- 
vaſively, they only petition the ſaint co pray for them, 
acquit them of idolatry-/in the fight of God ? no tru- 
ly: or can ſuch a futil diſtini be 2 ſuffieient 
ground for an article of faith ibn, believing 
« which xo max can be ſaved.” 


einer n. 
Chapter vii. 


IN this chapter the catechiſt enumerates the ſeven 
ſacraments of his church: but he might as well 
make them 700, as reckon confirmation, penance, 
extreme unction, holy order and matrimony ſacra- 
ments. | | 
| He defines a ſacrament to be an outward fn of 
tnvard grace. if this definition is true, the Eucha- 
riſt can be no ſacrament on popiſh principles; be- 
cauſe if no bread and wine remain after the words 
of conſecration, as the church of Rome teaches, 
there is nothing left for ax outward fign. if he iays, 
the body and blood of Chriſt re thzre ſeen, felt and 
ome by the teeth, as Pope Mila / mide Berengar- 
us {wear on pain of death, they car he no ſign; for, as 
the the natural living body of the lion cannot be the 
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fign of the lion: ſo cannot the natural ſubſtantial bo- 
dy and blood of Chriſt be the fign of the body and 
blood of Chriſt. As for his term appearance, it is an 
empty ſound in his creed. The appearance of bread 

wine cannot be the natural elements of bread and 
wine: and conſequently the Euchariſt is no ſacra- 
ment, according to his tenets. If he ſays, the 
church believes aud tezches it to be a ſacrament, I 
anſwer that at is not the point in difpute: but this, 
Whether the appearance of a material body is the 
very material body itſelf * Whether the figure or re- 
preſentation of a thing is the very thing figured or re- 
preſented ? When he proves that the picture of a 
man is the man himſelf, nothing I think can be too 
hard for his wit. 


— — — 
— — 
_ 
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As there is at preſent a grievous clamour againſt 
11 the jeſuits, the other orders pretend to join the 
cry, ſaying, the Ignatians hold wicked principles and er- 
roneous doctrines, but all this is meer artifice to ſcreen 
themſelves, until the ſtorm blows over. For will any 
of thoſe orders dare to ſay, that the infallible Church 
tollerates erroneous doctrines Are not they jeſuits of 
the church? Are they not a principal part of it Are 
not the biſhops, the cardinals, and ſometimes the 
Popes elected out of them? Or do thoſe men re- 
nounce their vows, and reform their doctrine, when 
they are advanced? The dominicans are, in all re- 
ſpeRs, and in every ſenſe, equally as wicked as the 
diſciples of Loyola, Did any of the Popes, or other 
eceleſiaſtics, or all of them together, condemn pub- 
lickly their tenets ? Did they alter their ſyſtem, re- 
tract the doctrines? or ſuppreſs the inquifition ? No: 
the whole Roman hierarchy, every individual of 
them are, either tacitly or expreſcly, in act, or aſ- 
ſent, guilty. Methinks the laity ought to conſider 
this, and ſhake off this infatuation. The church of 
Rome is full of groſs corruption), its practical doctrines 
: are 
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are blaſphemous, ſuperſtitious and idolatrous, which is. 
a very good reaſon for quitting it. The apoſtles Peter 
and Paul never ſaid maſs, nor ſprinkled holy wa- 
ter. or curſed or murdered kings and princes, or 
raiſed an army of red ctoſſes to depopulate kingdoms, 
and cities. This belongs to the pope and his clergy. 
to practice, and to force it on the world as Chriſtian 
veritics, 


Num fingo ? Num menticr * Cupio refelli. Quid enim 
laboro, niſi ut veritas in omni queſtione illuſtretur. 


Ci crRO. ſe. gueſt. 


* r 


THE 
Abjuration of GALL1L to. 


Who was condemned to be burnt by the 
CARDINALS 


1. D' Ascoli, 5. Gves tos 
2. BEN TI vo Lio, 6. Ve RoSeIUs, 
3. D Cremona, 7. Gin Sr rs. 
4. A Mzraov, 


GALLILEUS, ſon of the late Yincentiss 

. Gallileus, a Florentine, aged ſeventy, being here 
perſonally upon my trial, and on my knees before 
you, the meſt eminent and reverend the Lords Car- 
dinals, Inquiſitors General of the univerſal Chriſtian 
commonwealth againſt heretical pravity, having be- 
fore my eyes the moſt holy goſpels, which I touch 
with my proper hands, do ſwear that I always have 
believed, and do now believe, and by the help of 
God, hereafter will believe al! that, which the holy ca- 
tholic and apoſtolic roman Church doth hold, preach 
and teach. But becauſe, after I had been juridically 
enjoined and commanded by this holy office, that 1 
ſhould wholly forſake that falſe opinion, which 
holds, that the ſun is the center, and immoveable, 
and that I ſhould not hold, defend, nor by any 


manner, 
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manner, neither by word or writing, teach the a- 
foreſaid falſe doct ine, and after it was notified to 
me that the aforeſ1id dofrine was contrary to the ho- 
ly ſcripture, I have written a book in which I treat 
of the ſaid doctrine already condemned, and produce 
reaſons of great force in favour of it, without giving 
any anſwer to them, I am therefore judged by the 
holy. office as vehemently ſuſpected of hereſy, wiz. 
that I have hel and believed that the ſun i; the center 
the world, and immoweable. and that the earth is 
wot the center but moves. | 
Being therefore willing to remove from the eyes 
of your Eminences, and of every catholic Chriſtian, 
this vehement ſuſpicion legally conceived againſt me, 
I do with a ſincere heart, and faith unfeigned, ab- 
jure, curſe and deteſt the aboveſaid errors and hereſies, 
and in general every other and ſect contrary to the 
aforeſaid holy church ; and I ſwear, that for the fu- 
ture, I will never more ſay or aſſert, either by word 
or writing, any thing to give occaſion for the ſuſ- 
picion, but that if I ſhall know any heretic, or per- 
ſon ſuſpected of hereſy, I will inform againft him to 
this holy office, or to the Inquiſitor or ordinary of 
the place in which I ſhall be. Moreover, I ſwear 
and promiſe, that I will falfil and wholly obſerve all 
the penances, - which are, or ſhall be enjoined me by 
this holy office. But if, what God forbid, it ſhall 
happen that I ſhould act contrary by any words of 
mine, to my promiſes, proteſtations and oaths, I do 
ſabje& myſelf to all the penalties and puniſhments 
which have been ordained and publiſhed againfl ſuch 
offenders by the ſacred canons and other conſtitutions 
N and particular. So help me God, and 
is hey Goſpels, which I touch with my own pro- 
per hands. - t | f 
I the aboveſaid Galileus Gallileo have abjured, 
ſworn, promiſed and obliced myſelf as above, and 
in teſtimony of theſe things have ſubſcribed with my 
own proper hand this preſent writing of my abjura- 
tiou, and Lave repeated it word for word at Rome, 
in b. conver of Minerva, this 22d day of July, 
Aund 1033. N I THE 


A C Een 


MARIA DE LAVISITACION. 


A many who are willing to be impoſed on, and 
not to have the Veil of Error remoyed from 
their Eyes, may object to the Authenticity of the 
following Narration; to remove any Doubt on this 
head, I ſhall give the Words of the popiſh Writers 
who lived at this time, and wrote of Maria. The 
firſt is Stephen de Lufignan who in 1586 compiled a 
Book on this Subject in French, and dedicated it to 
' Louiſa de Lorena, Queen of France, with this Title- 

page : — The great Miracles, and the moſt. 
holy Wounds, which in this preſent Year : 586, 
** hath happened to the right reverend Mother, 
now Prioreſs of the Monaſtery de la Aucenciaga. 
in the City of Liibon in the Kingdom of Portugal, 
of the Order of preaching Friers, approved of by 
the reverend Father, Frier Lewis of Granada, 
and by ather Perſons worthy of Credit, as ſhall. 
be ſeen at the End of the Diſcourſe“ Lufignan, 
for Confirmation of what he advances, produces 
three Letters. 1. From the Provincial Antonio de. 
la. Cerda, to Caffro Proctor for Portugal at Rome, 
to be ſhewn to the Page. 2. From Lewis of Gra- 
nada ſent to the Patriarch of Valentia. 3. Another 
Letter ſent by Cerda to Caſtro. In the ern of theſe 


we find Maria at the Age of Eleven entered the 
abovc Monaſtery, and at that of Sixteen made Pro- 
feſſion. Its ſaid there, that Moſes, Mary Magda 


ene , 
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leue, St. Dominick and St. Thomas Aquinas, with St. ; 


Catherine of Siena frequently appeared and converſ- 
ed with her. That the other religious of the Con- 
vent often ſaw her environed with Brightneſs, and 
lifted up in the Air, with Streams of Light iſſuing 
from her Breaſt and Face. . That on the Feaſt of St. 
Thomas between Four and Five in the Morning, our 

Bleſſed Lord appeared to this Maria, from his Feet, 
Hands and Side ifſued out Beams of Fire, which 
wounded exactly the ſame Parts of her Body, and 
| which are clearly to be ſeen. So great a Noiſe did 
thoſe Miracles and lying Wonders make, that Car- 
dinal Albertus of Auſtria ſent Information to Pope 
Seflus V. to whom he writ back in this Manner. 


We have read that thou has procured to be written 


the Virtues of the Prioreſs of the Fucenciada, and 
of the great Benefits which God hath ſhewed her, 
< we pray the divine Goodneſs to make her from 
Day to Day more worthy of his Grace, and en- 
rich her with his heavenly Gift, for the Glory of 
* his Name, and the Joy of his Faithful. Given in 
St, Mary's at Rome, with the little Ring of the 
« Fiſher. Sepr. 10. 1584. and of our Biſhopdom, 
«« c. Subſcribed Antonio Prucha Badulint'. Afﬀ- 
ter this luculent Teſtimony of the Pope himſelf, to 
the Sanctity of Maria, we need not dwell on prov- 
ing how celebrated ſhe muſt have been thro' Europe. 


I cannot however omit ſomething extremely re- 


markable: Philip II. King of Spain, purpoſing in 
the Month of April 1588 to ſend his invincible Ar- 
mada for the Conqueſt of England, made choice of 
this Maria to bleſs his royal Standard, which ſhe 
did with many ſupeiſtitious Ceremonies, and deli- 


vered it to the Duke of Medina Sidonia, and pro- 


nounced Succeſs to the Expedition, and that he 


ſhould return a victorious Prince. This Standard 


was carried in a grand and ſolemn Proceſſion ; there 


were preſent Cardinal #/bertus Governor of Parta- 

gal. the Pope's Nuncio, and many Nobles, Pretates 

and Gentlemen; however, about the Beginning of 
e the 


„ 
= 


"the following December, all her Holineſs vaniſhed, - 
and her Impoſitions were found out We all look 

with an envious Eye on any ſuperior remarkable Ex- 

cellence above ourſelves. To this we are indebted 
for the Detection of Maria. The Nuns of her Con- 
vent cou'd not bear, that ſhe who was of mean Birth, 

and ignorant, ſhould yet be ſo highly eſteemed, and 
univerſally admired, as a Perſonage of unuſual En- 


1 | dowments. This ſet them to watch her with the 
7 more Accuracy and Cate, whereby they at length 
ö diſcovered ſo much, as gave good Grounds for ſuſ- 
. pecting her to be an Impoſtor, and the whole an ar- 
rant Cheat; they therefore committed the Verifica- 


tion of her Wounds, and Holineſs, to the Archbi- "IH 

ſhops of Lisbon and Braga, the Biſhop of Grardia, 

the Provincial of St. Dominick, the Inquiſitors of the 
City, and Doctor Paulo Alphonſo of the King's Coun- 
' cil. After they had examined her on the Informa- 
tion, quickly found the Deceit, and told her the only 
” |. Way toalleviate her Crimes, was to make a full Con» 
feſſion, which with ſome Difficulty ſhe was at length 
brought to. She acknowledged that ſhe painted the 
Wounds on her Hands, and thoſe on her Side and 

. Head, were made with a Penknife. That the Bright - 
neſs which the Nuns often obſerved to be on her in 
F her Cell, was made by putting ſome Fire on a cha- 
41 fing Diſh and ſetting it before a Glaſs, and that ſhe 
.þ appeared to be raiſed in the Air by certain Pieces of 
Timber ſhe had provided for that Purpoſe, with ma- 
ny other fimple Tricks and Practices. She was con- 
demned to perpetual Impriſonment, withont Con- 
feilion or Communion for five Years. Thus ended 
this extraordinary Affair of Maria de la Viftation, 
Not unlike this are the Reports two commonly be- 
lieved of Thomas Taſburg or Father Tamburin, who 
is ſaid to remain in St. Michan's Vaults in this City, 
without Corruption, ſince the Year 1727. Which 
-AF* the Writer of this, having Viſited out of Curioſity. 
and felt the Body, can moſt faithfully aflure the 
Publick to be abſolutely falſe. The outward Skin 
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is as if tanned, occaſioned by Aromatics, but his 
Internals are in Powder. However the Curious may 


find ſome ſatisfaction in ſeeing this Jeſuit, which 


may be eafily done. 


Not long fince there Appeared an unuſual Bright- 
neſs Circumfuſed round a certain Roms Clergyman, 
who Officiated in the Popiſh Chappel at Swords. 
To the Honour of the preſent Pariſh Prieſt Mr. 
Delany, who ſuffered not the delufion to go on, af- 
ter Obſerving carefully, he found that a Fellow fat 
oppoſite the Sun, and received the Rays on a Look- 
ing-glaſs, which he reflected on the Prieſt. Had 
not the above worthy Gentleman exerted himſelf 
on this Occaſion, its impoſſible to ſay where this 


ſuperſtitious Humour would end. 


. 


Prepared and Sold by F. Fiſber Book- 
ſeller in Little-Ship- Street. 


FISHER's IMPERIAL, Royal, 
GOLDEN SNUFF. 

which infallibly cures all curable Diſor- 

ders in the Head and Eyes; takes away 


- all Pains and Aches out of the Head, be 


they ever ſo violent: Inſtantly removes 
Drowſineſs, Slecpyneſs, Vapours, Me- 
grim and Apoplexy. For farther Par- 
riculars, ſee his Advertiſement. — For 
the good of the Poor, he ſells three pa- 
pers for a Britiſh Six-pence: Six Papers 
cure moſt Diſtempers in the Head and 
Eyes. With each parcel of Snuff he 
gives a Bill of Directions: ſigned with 
is own Hand. 


